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BLANKET DONATIONS

George Buchanan and Vaughn Williams with Elandspark headmaster (Timo Groenewald), Head of guid-

ance (Henriette Fouche) and students (Khotso Metsing and Jo-anne Collyer)

With the winter months
upon us, there are many
families in desperate need
of warmth.

Our blanket drive has
been hugely successful
with more than 1000 blan-
kets being donated to
worthy recipients, includ-

ing Elandspark School,
Action for the blind an
disabled, AMCARE and
displaced immigrants.

More on pg2

DONATIONS RECEIVED

It is thanks to orders
such as OSM (The Order
of the Secret Monitor)
that we are able to con-
tinue our charitable work.

Here Rt. Wy. Pieter Wes-
sels(District Grand Mas-
ter—OSM) hands a
cheque of R 3000 to
John Harmse (Chairman
MSC) to be utilized in the
Cancer Project.




Blanket Recipient—Action for the Blind

and disabled

A wonderful programme for the
assistance of Blind and Disabled
Children exists in Roodepoort,
where youngsters from all walks of
life are given the necessary tools
in order for them to be integrated
into the mainstream community.
Here, | witnessed a group of blind

Vaughn Williams hands the blankets over
to Ruth Britz and one of the blind students

youngsters being taught to master
Windows and all other Microsoft
computer programmes on spe-
cially modified keyboards.

A wonderful pottery section is on
hand for the more adventurous
souls who manufacture the most
exquisite plates, cups and orna-
ments in an area of the complex
called the “Magic Room.” Here you
watch transfixed as a group of
youngsters take blobs of clay and
within hours transform them into
the most beautiful works of art.
They even glaze and paint the
articles themselves.

A small residence is available for
kids who are unable to travel and it
is this residence that was the re-
cipient of our blankets. | have re-
quested them to make a few sam-
ples of cutlery which will be distrib-
uted to Lodges, should any breth-
ren wish to support them by pur-
chasing gifts.

Top and right: Pottery made at the school

V.Wor.Bro. Charles Milne gets new car

On Thursday the 17" April 2008
V.Wor. BroCharles Milne’s car was
stolen at CERT while at an Installa-
tion.(IC)

Left destitute and without any means

of transport, the Brethren of Tirmo-
chree banded together and pre-
sented Charles with a new car.

Whilst this is not a part of the Ma-

sonic Services activities, it says a lot

about the brotherhood of Masonry
and we can all take a leaf out of
Tirmochree’s book.

V.Wor.Bro. Charles Milne receives his new car.

AMCARE (Alberton
Methodist Care and
Relief Enterprise) was
started in 2002 by the
Church as a Commu-
nity Outreach Pro-
gramme.

AMCARE activities i
extend to Thokoza;

Pinkie (Supervisor), Percy Horoyd
(AMCARE) and Cleve Wiehahn

Eden Park; Phola
Park; Palm Ridge;
Greenfields and

Greater Alberton ar- - o
eas. In addition, AMCARE have a Victim

Empowerment Shelter.

givers who feed and nurse some
260 Hiv/Aids patients) and care for
350 orphans.

They feed 3000 a
week with food par-
cels, employ 120 peo-
ple (including 27 care-

Through AMCARE, ten children re-
ceived blankets to help keep away
the chill in their Phola Park shacks.




Blanket recipient—Displaced immigrants

The wave of xenophobic attacks
shocked the country and left thou-
sands of immigrants homeless and
out in the cold.

As the cold weather set s in and
refugee camps were finally set-up,
blankets were donated to try and
keep the chill out.

One of the first recipients was the
temporary shelter near the Rand
Airport in Germiston. 200 blankets
were delivered to the Germiston
Municipal stores for distribution.
They were received by Mrs. Antoin-
ette Strydom and Mrs. Ronell An-
drews.

Nigel Ford handing over one of 200 blankets to
the Rand Airport (Germiston) volunteers.

Left, the temporary camp at Rand airport.
Above, the blankets being received

Donations received continued...

We would like to thank the following
Lodges for their contributions to the Ma-
sonic Services Committee:

Union Lodge, Orphic Lodge, Golden
Thistle, Lodge Lurgan, Witwatersrand
Lodge, Goldfields Lodge, Coronation
Lodge, Exsequi Lodge, Emrys, Trans-
vaal Jubilee, Columbia, Minerva, Kos-
mos, Denver and Erin Go Bragh,

Thanks also to Lodges such as Bramley
(wheelchair and 2 commodes), Wood-
lands (money for 6 wheelchairs and Fra-

ternity (clothing)

A wooden receiving box will be situ-
ated in Freemason’s Hall in order to
hold items donated by brethren for
the “Bring a Tin Campaign.” Any
canned goods such as sweetcorn,
baked beans, fish, peas etc. will be
gratefully received.

It would be appreciated if other
Masonic Halls could do the same.

Blanket recipient—Elandspark School

Elandspark is a
special needs
school, based in
Bedfordview.

Many of the chil-
dren educted at
Elandspark are too
poor to afford

school fees and are worthy children receiving blan-

kets

very often to poor to af-
ford to bring a packed
lunch to school.

Not only are the fees
taken care of, but the
school has a great feed-
ing scheme in place. Hot
meals are served to those
in need at lunch time.

The blan-
kets do-
nated to
the
school
will be
given to
those
children
who
need them.

Feeding scheme in action




M.S.C. meet in the library at Freemsons Hall,
Parklane, Parktown on the third Wednesday of
every month.

Meetings start at 17:00

Other items required,;

A number of the brethren have volunteered their
services in order to assist the needy. They have
taken on specialized duties in order to collect,
consolidate and distribute items to the less fortu-
nate. Hereunder is a short list of those brethren
and their functions:

Harold Theunissen— Magazines, tubs and plas-
tic containers.

Norman Wolf— Cards, hearing aids, regalia,
stamps, spectacles and appliances.

Jose Coehlo— Computer equipment, wheel
chairs and toys.

Angelo Couvaris— Food stuff and magazines.
John Harmse— Employment

Cleve Wiehahn—Clothing

BLANKET APPEAL

In addition to the R 20 000,00 raised by private Lodges in the

District, a further R 20 000,00 was made available for the pur-

chase of blankets by the TIMC (Transavaal Inter-constitunional

Masonic Committee) for the express relief of displaced refugees.

Some of the lodges that contributed were: Orphic, Golden This-

tle, Lurgan, Witwatersrand, Goldfields, Coronation, Exsequi,

lonic, University, Vernon, Edenvale, Unity and Protea.

Among the more notable recipients were: Elandspark School,

Topsy, Blind and Disabled Children, Primrose Methodist Church,

St Nicholas Home and both the Germiston and St. Lukes Angli-

can Churches.

The Topsy Foundation

grammes operate a number of re-
lated projects. Frequently, the activi-
ties done in one project fulfil the
mandates of more than one pro-
gramme. Itis precisely this 'web' of
intervention that is helping to bring

The Topsy Foundation is an NGO
that partners with rural communities,
empowering people infected with
and affected by HIV and AIDS,
through medical care, social support
and skills development.

social, economic and physical
change - within the communities that
Topsy serves.

Topsy seeks to address the effects
of HIV and AIDS by intervening in

the lives of individuals infected and

The Topsy Foundation partners with
communities in and around the
crossroads of the Mpumalanga,
Free State and Gauteng provinces.
Activities take place from a central
project site at Grootvlei, in Mpuma-
langa Province, called the Topsy
Sanctuary.

needs.

affected by HIV and AIDS, as well
as addressing the plight of affected
children, by attending to their basic

Topsy aims to reduce the strain
caused by the disease to all societal

systems through the provision of:

The mission of the Topsy Founda-
tion is fulfilled using interrelated pro-
grammes, which operate together to
help prevent HIV and AIDS and alle-
viate its consequences. The pro-

- A comprehensive service,
through the Topsy Compre-
hensive HIV and AIDS Care
Clinic, for local people who are

living with HIV and AIDS
(PLWHA'S).

- Voluntary counselling and
testing (VCT) service and pre-
vention of mother to child
transmission (PMTCT).

- Psychosocial support to fami-
lies affected by HIV and AIDS.

- Meeting the basic needs of
families affected by HIV and
AIDS and providing food par-
cels.

- Empowerment through provi-
sion of skills in vegetable gar-
dening.

- Influencing youth behaviour
during life-skills sessions.

- HIV and AIDS awareness to
people in isolated areas of the
community.

We realise that our operations are a
large undertaking, but we believe
without a doubt, that a huge pan-
demic needs an equivalent re-
sponse.




